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Sowbug

Joe Fusco - Dateline Mountain Home, Arkansas —March 16, 17, 18,
2006

Spring break wasan especialy enjoyabletimefor methisyear. | arrivedin
Mountain Home, Arkansaslate M onday afternoon, March 13, and, sincel was
early for TheNorth ArkansasFly Fishers (NAFF) annual Sowbug Roundup, |
spent two daysfishing. | wasnot ableto get into oneof thefeisty Brown Trout
that inhabit thebeautiful
WhiteRiver, but1 did
catchafewfair sized
Rainbows. It wasagreat
preludeto the Roundup.

One of the Brown Trout that inhabit the White River

For thenext threedays, | had the opportunity to not only attend The Sowbug
but alsoto participateasan exhibitiontyer. | wasnot alonein representing
MTFA. Another of our club’ styers, Tom Criswell, represented theclub and
also exhibited at Sowbug, whilefiveother members, accompanied by three
other guests, attended the show. Thosewho werethereto enjoy the show were
newly wed Carol and David Cook, George Scott and hisson-in-law, Chlorine
Bunchand her husband, Jay, and Marvin Allisonwith hiswife, Sherry.
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Upcoming
Events

May 6, 2006
KidsFishing Derby

Lake Jacomo

Call 816-229-8980 extn 20if this
event is cancelled due to bad
weather

May 13, 2006
KidsDerby
Bennett Spring

May 20-21, 2006
60th Annual Spring Derby
Bennett Spring

June 10-11, 2006
Free Fishing Weekend &
Trout Fishing Showcase
Bennett Spring

June 17, 2006

Fly Fishing/Casting Clinic,
MDC

Chillicothe

July 8, 2006
Family Fun Day
Heming Hall
10:00amto4:00 pm

September 11, 2006

Start of Fly Tying/Rod Building
Classes

continued on page 3

Crackleback Pattern

| havehad alot of requestsfor thispattern- soout it goestothewholelist.
Recelved permissionfromtheoriginator (asl wastold) to postit, Ed Story of
FCFeathercraftinSt. Louis. | learned of thisfly upon moving heretwoyears
ago. Itworksherelikeyouwould not believe. Thefish heredo not takedries
very often, prefering scuds, nymphs, etc (IME). Anyhow, thebrownsand bows
inMissouri watershavebeentearingthisfly apart. | useditinNY and PA with
reasonablesuccessaswell. Easiest tofishinbigwater with moderate current.
Fishituntreated onfloating linewith 5x tippet. Cast acrossthecurrentand let it
drag. Whenthefly startsinto thebend of thedrag, giveasharptug and pull the
fly under thesurface. L et thelinehang below youinthecurrent for acount of
200r so. Fishhitmost often onthe® swing” andwhenthefly ishanginginthe
current below you. Y oucandressthefly andfishitdry. Alsoavery goodfly to
skitter acrossthesurface. Without further ado....

hook: size12 dry, Dai-Riki #300 (| use Tiemco now)
thread: black 8/0 or 6/0hackle: dightly oversizefurnace
saddlehacklebody: pale-olive(yellow) pinched dub,
narrow bodyrib: dorsal rib of peacock herl

Directions. Tieinat hook shank; tieinfurnacesaddle
hackle(longandthin, dark ginger, withfineblack furnace
center) withthedull sidefacingyou; tyeintwo strandsof
peacock herl sticking out back of hook shank (ontop). Pinch dub andwrap
body tojust behind eye. Pull thestrands of peacock over top of fly body(likea
dorsal finonafish) andtyeinbehind eye. Cut away wasteherl. Make 5 equal
wrapsof hackle (palmer style) uptotheeyeandtyein. Cut away waste. Use
thread towrap amodest head. Whipfinish.

Very easy totie.| candoonein5minutesor less. | usually take6-10fishing
every time. Thetrout hit so hard thefly doesn’ tlast morethan 4-5fish. I1f you
want to buy oneto useor copy call Feathercraft at (800) 650-1707 and ask
Bob, Ed or Robinfor the F-C Crackleback Dry Woolley. | think Ed asks
about adollar for them. get hiscatalogif you don’t haveit. Y ou could also get
themateridsfor thisfinefly fromthem.

Note: Whilethedubbingiscalled pale-olivein Ed’ sbook, | think itisapale
yellow. Thepack | haveiscalled palemorning dunif that hel ps. Sorry cannot
remember themanufacturer.

Taken from the Missouri Fly Fishing web site, article wrtten by Scott D. Blystone, Ph.D.
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EVENTS continued from page 2

September 30/

October 1, 2006
Fall Derby
Roarding River

October 6-8, 2006
FFF Southern Council Conclave

October 24, 2006
Chili Dinner

December 10, 2006
Christmas Party
Fleming Hall

January 9-14, 2007
Sports Show

Board of Directors

President: Dave Cook
Vice-President: Roger Theroux
Secretary: Gary Davission
Treasurer: Debbie Jacques

Past President:Debbie Jacques
Members at Large:

Charles Jacques

Gary Rose

Marvin Alison

Merril Miller

James (Red) Duncan

Tom Criswell

President's Message - Dave Cook

Onceagainwe can seetheexpl osion of
SpringinApril, inour yards, neighbor-
hoods, streams, pondsand woods. The
Conservation Calendar is aso loaded
with spring activity from the bobwhite
callstothe May applesblooming. Our
personal calendarsarealsofull in April
with family eventsand cel ebrating our
religiousholy days. But noneof usneeda
caendartotdl usitistimetomakefishing
a priority too. We've watched the
redbudsbud and bloom and the bl ossoming of thedogwood to heral d the spawning
season. Y es, crappieand bassaremovingtothebanks, visionsof stringersof dab
crappiecanmakeusrearrangemany of thosethingswehaveplaced onthecalendar.
Butthereisonemorething. Isit huntingfor morels? Isit turkey season; for many
theanswer isyes. Butfor me, theanswer hasawaysbeentrout fishingin Missouri.

It doesn’ t seemto matter whichtrout streamyouvist. It could bethe Current River,
Bennett Spring State Park, theNianguaRiver or upper Lake Taneycomo, they all
offer thebest trout fishing of theyear right now. | have countlessmemoriesof these
placesin April and how noother timeof theyear comesclose. InApril it’ salmost
impossibleto choosethewrongfly. For thedry fly fishermen, youwill seesomeof
thebest caddisand mayfly hatchesin April. For thewooly bugger fishermen, you
will catchtrout gorged onminnowsor crayfish. InApril, thestreamflowsaregood,
thefisharefat and healthy, and onceyou hookup, thetrout put meaningintothe
expresson“tightlines’.

So get out and trout fish now, and you can get that done beforeand after turkey
season. Y ou can get that donea ong with the crappie, whitebassand largemouth
fishingyou veplannedthisspring. But | think April should bedeclared anational
holiday sothat wehavetimeto makeall of theseactivitiespart of an April wewill
awaysremember.

Reminders

AlsogartinginApril, theApril and May regular meetingswill beopenearly at 6:00
pmfor anyonewhowantsto practiceor get tipsonfly casting, fly fishingandfly tying.
Theregular businessmesetingwill still takeplaceat 7:00 pm.

May 6%, isthe25™ Annual Kids Fishing Derby a LakeJacomo. MTFA hasaways
been asponsor of thisevent.

May 13" Bennett Spring KidsFishing Day

May 20—21% 60" Annual MTFA Spring Derby Bennett Spring State Park

April 2006
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SOWBUG continued from page 1

Sowbug Roundup hasincreasedin sizeeach year snceNAFFbegan. This
year, The Sowbug had 116 tyersfrom acrossthe USwho parti ci pated, and
onetyer, NiclasRunarsson, cameall theway from Swedento participate.
Therewereal so 18 vendorswho werethereto present their waresto the 1600
peopleinattendance during thetwo and onehalf day show. A number of youth :
tyersparticipated , and several schoolssponsored classtripsfor their students. Joe and Nic Runarsson Tying at

Sowbug (as usual, Joe attracted the
younger crowd)

What makesthe NA FF Sowbug Roundup suchagood show isthat it’ sstill
small enoughto bepersonable. Theattendeesareabletosit acrossfromthe
tyersto seehow theflysaretied, whilethefolkswho just want to attend out of
curiosity, also haveagreat opportunity to seethemany experiencedfly tyersand
browsetheequipment and materialsfor just $5. Thisisdefinitely afly tyer's
show. Plansareaready underway for the 10th Anniversary RoundupinMarch
of 2007.

Tony Spezio, one of the founders of the
Sowbug Roundup, teaching a class

Missouri Trout Fishermen’s Assoc.
Kansas City Chapter

PO Box 3203

Harry S Truman Station
Independence, MO 64055




